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Indefinite leave to remain

CANWK and SESPM

The Traditional Chinese version is provided for reference only. The English version shall prevail
in case of any discrepancies between the English and Chinese versions. FI3GGERERBE, X&E
MEAR XA RE, BRI RAZE,



The rules on HK BNO status can be found in Immigration Rules - Immigration Rules Appendix Hong

Kong British National (Overseas) - Guidance - GOV.UK.
A FEBNO B {280 HH BRI 5 aT AR LA L # ik 218 ,

This is not a comprehensive look at the all of the rules on HK BN(O) settlement. In this session we will

deal with the most common queries we have received.

& REMFRPEANRE R HEE,

For all of the rules please look at requirements for settlement can be found between HK 55.1 to HK
63.1

5 ZARRARRIEE R Ll L p BB AR AR 7 HK55.1 - HK63.1

PIGEAREMBE, XEMBEEUREEE, MU RAE.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-hong-kong-british-national-overseas
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-hong-kong-british-national-overseas

- Validity requirements %4 This relates to a valid application, payment of fees, identity

document etc. Remember you are not eligible to fee waivers for this. Found in HK 55.1 and
HK 55.2

BAYHE. MEABERFHEHEXHHER. FTeEEHFE AR,

- Suitability requirements & relates to issues in general grounds of exclusion,
breaches of immigration laws, immigration bail . Found in HK 56.1 and HK 56.2

B HRER. ERBRIES. BREEFEERR.

- Eligibility requirements & &#&{#&#: found in HK57.1 to 64.2 and this includes:

HIGEREMRBE, XEMBEERBAEE, BUERAE,



- Eligibility requirements, found in HK57.1 to 64.2 and this includes:

> Relationship (dependent child and adult dependent relatives) F{%,
care (dependent child) 52 Z R,

English language and Knowledge of Life in the UK 23X & A 5055,
qualifying period and & & & EX £ 1

continuous residence FHEREZ

vV YV V VY

HIGEREMRBE, XEMBEERBAEE, BUERAE,



Q: When can | apply for settlement?
Am | going to get permanent residency
automatically after 5 years?

Heft EERHER] LLFRGE K AJE B 2
ARG RESEEEFERKAEERE?



« You will have to apply for settlement

FERIEHEEH

« You must pay the required application fee and charges. Please check the fees and charges

before you apply because they change
MBI FERELA, RENEETRATRME DARETNYE,

« Please remember that you cannot apply for a fee waiver for ILR applications.
R EIRTREAILRBFEERBR.

HIGEREMRBE, XEMBEERBAEE, BUERAE,



Q:How do | calculate my residence in
the UK for 2.5 or 5 years ?

HINEl st E B AR B EER2.5F/5F FKE 2



Continuous Residence: The immigration rule HK62.1 states

“The applicant must have spent a continuous period of 5 years with permission in the UK on a route
under which a person can settle, of which the most recent grant of permission must have been on the

Hong Kong BN(O) route.”

BRRA HK62.1 BE . THFARRBLAEEEERLF TAESERHFAINELITER
—RAEBHFRILAZAEE BN(O) 2258, |

HIGEREMRBE, XEMBEERBAEE, BUERAE,



Continuous Residence: Guidance (most recent version published on 08 October 2024) says where a

person is applying for settlement as soon as they qualify, continuous residence can include*
“The time between the grant of entry clearance and the date of arrival is a period during which they had
permission on that route and should be treated as a period of lawful residence. In these instances, you must
establish the date the applicant entered the UK. The time between the grant of entry clearance and the date
they entered the UK counts towards the total of absences.”
55| (B#H2024F10A8RH) 16, MEAFSERRIAPFKARE, EEEFEETULLE
MEgzs AR eI 2R Z B Bl 2 M ER A & EE AR, Eitt, FEMTEHFAAREZRN B,
1323 AR AT 2t M AR R B8 B 5.2 M eIBF et A RRREIR B, )

*cgnj:inug_us_r_esidgn;e

HIGEARERSE, XEMBERAEE, BUERAE,


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67039264a31f45a9c765f1a7/Continuous+residence.pdf

Q:How many days can | be absent from
the UK to qualify under the 2.5/5 year
route?

MRBHFG25/5FEM, HAILUEEERHRESZ DX ?



The guidance of 08 October 2024 says:

“is absent for more than 180 days in any 12-month period without permitted reason”

2024 10A8BMIEEIIRE -
MERIEHMEFRIIRE GRBRESIMFFIREMILEREZEH) , BHEAREM12EA AL
SRR R BHEE 180K

TIGEAERBE, XERMBEXRAEER, BUIRAa%E,



Q: Do | need to wait until my partner
has completed 5 continuous years of
residence before my child and | can
apply for indefinite leave to remain?

HERAEEEFINENF EREEBSEMESFR, FRLATMFENFLREE
KAERE?



« If you have a BNO visa, you can apply for settlement when you have completed 5 years

continuous residence in the UK irrespective of your partner.
INEREFABNOFERE, REGHZBIME T EEEESEMRYE, Sl LIREKARERE.

« This is true even your relationship has ended.

M fERIER (R EREFERINA

TXEAERDE, XRMETERARE, BURREE,



« Achild can apply when both parents are settled or applying for settlement (unless the UK

based parent has sole responsibility). In practice this may mean a child has to wait for the
second parent to be ready to apply for settlement.
EERAEETFREAERFRABER, FRULBFEKAREE RECIHE—FBAN) . EF
REZFDAFHFMAURXSEERITFRFKABET AU,

« The child can apply for an extension where necessary.
F A LA T B R AR

«  This will affect families who cannot establish sole responsibility.
EREEREAEARBE -T2 —REANRE.

HIGEAERSE, XEMBERBEE, BUERAE.,



Q: How and when should | apply for an
extension of my HK BNO visa and how
long will the extension last for?

H BRI R AR AR IER I AIEFE BNO 2238 ? B LUER Z A ?



« You should apply to extend your leave to remain before the expiry of your current visa.

However, it is also important not to apply to renew too soon. If your application is
granted, the new visa will start from the date of the decision, not the date of expiry of
your first visa.
TEEESRINNFEEREBHR. AWM, VETFEZERFE, —BEMBREELE T
FEF R ERRR, MARREE—EHES IR B HRR,

HIGEREMRBE, XEMBEERBAEE, BUERAE,



If you apply to extend within 28 days before the expiry of your visa the intervening period should contribute towards
your periods of legal residence. The statement of changes announced on 14 March 2024 says

“HK 9.1. The applicant will be granted permission for either:
1. (a)a period of 5 years, where the applicant has applied for a period of 5 years; or

2. (b)a period of 30 months (plus, where the applicant has extant permission on the Hong Kong BN(O) route, the
remaining period of that permission, up to a maximum of 28 days) where the applicant has applied for a period of
30 months.

The above does not help if you applied to extend more than 28 days before your visa expired.
MREGEZZINYNM28RARHBLER , BT EHEEZMACHEEZERIME, 2024538148 AWM EZHR

"HK9.1. REE AN HBHLELTRERE 2 — :
(a) SEHAR, MRPAFARFSFHRMFESE ; K
(b) 30fEAHIR (ML, MNREBFAPFERFA, RERFAIHIME, &Z28X) , MRHAFABRFI0EARHR,

LatfFR A ERRERS N8R U LBRFERAL,

HIGEARERSE, XEMBEERAEE, BURERAE,



Q: How should | prepare for a
transition to settlement/citizenship in
the UK?

& e ANrT & 1 25 5E FE/ A ZB i 2 (s 2



° Life in the UK Test & English language test

e Continuous residence

° Continue to meet the financial requirements and do not apply
for public funds unless specifically allowed to.

° If you have a child in the UK, please make a BNO visa application
in line with yours

e If you are in a post arrival relationship and your partner is not
from the UK, please consider including them in a future
application and retain evidence of your relationship.

° Monitor changes in immigration rules

° After 5 years of continuous residence (refer to the guidance
document) you can apply for settlement.

° After one further year, you may be able to apply for citizenship,

so long as you meet all the criteria.

HIGEAERSE, XEMBERAEE, BMUERAE,

EiBELife in the UK REIABHRFIREEEEH,
i R FE B R

T IEE A R A T 4 all 17 L M AR

MEFAMEER, BRIFARAINLE TERFOLEY
MRECHEREBART FREENFERIRIBNORERR.
INREEFRBEEMHREEERREITRFR FEEHF
A RRAIREEF, AREBEMREIRAIE R,
FrEEEBRAAMEE

EEEETHER (BB1E51XH) | GBRILRFEXKARE,
BE—5F, EARAUREAR RREFEMARE,



n

* Do not apply for welfare benefits if your visa says “No recourse to Public Funds
INRIRAIE B [ HREA £ICEEE (NRPF)) , BT ERFEIRNKEF

* If youdo, your future immigration applications could be negatively affected.
BH|, RERMOAZPRFEREEZE

* You could be prosecuted by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP).
fRIR B E AL KR IK SRR 4%

* Information on this can be found in Benefit fr - GOV.UK (www
FEHRE# T LI Benefit fraud - GOV.UK (www

* Please seek advice on this before you proceed.

WA, FESKREBEBTH
* Do not apply for a British passport until you are a British citizen. This can be by registration for a child or naturalisation
for adults. You could be prosecuted if you apply for a British passport without being entitled to do so.

FRMAFAS/NEZ, BAIRERAZELARIPFREER. MRCESERAMPFEREELER, FURSHRE.

HIGEAERSE, XEMBERAEE, BMUERAE,


https://www.gov.uk/benefit-fraud
https://www.gov.uk/benefit-fraud
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Thank you!
!

hkbnosupport@nwkent.cab.org.uk

o Citizens Advice in North & West Kent

o @CANWKT
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